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Government the greatest possible freedom in the exercise of
the day-to-day administration of India.
*' As the Congress statement recognises, the present con*
sticution must continue during the interim period, and the
interim Government cannot, therefore, be made legally res-
ponsible to the Central Legislature. There is, however,
nothing to prevent the members of the Government, indivi-
dually or by common consent, from resigning, if they fail
to pass an important measure through the legislature, or if a
vote of no-confidence is passed against them."
** There is, of course, no intention," the Delegation
concluded, u of retaining British troops in India against the
wish of an independent India under the new constitution*
bur, during the interim period, which, it is hoped, will be
short, the British Parliament has, under the present consti-
tutions the ultimate responsibility for the security of India
and it is necessary, therefore* that British troops should
remain,"
** The new plan is a long step towards independence " is
one of the main points that constitute the statement ; while
others are:
The scheme stands as a whole.
The present constitution must continue during the interim
period.
The interim Government cannot be made legally respon^
sible to the Central Legislature.
There is no intention of retaining British troops in India
against the wish of an independent India.
There is no intention of interfering with the discretion of
the constituent assembly*
The provinces cannot choose to opt out of groups in the
first instance ; the people can decide the issue after the con-
stitution is completed.
The question of States should be discussed with the States,